Ideas from PES Students & Keep Mandeville Beautiful: 

How to Prepare for the Cleanest City Contest at the end of March

1. Team up with neighbors to pick up litter in your neighborhood.

2. Recycle!

3. If you put out recycle bins, prepare the bin so the wind does not blow trash around!

4. Students can create posters to help remind community members to keep our city clean and beautiful.

5. Businesses should assign one employee per day to monitor trash outside of the building.

6. All businesses need to have trash receptacles outside building, and they should be checked regularly.

7. Volunteer at the Keep Mandeville Beautiful cleanup day on Saturday, March 17, 2012 from 9am to 12noon.  Call 624-3165 to register.  

8. Make sure your WE KEEP MANDEVILLE BEAUTIFUL magnet is on your car.

9. Patrons of businesses need to request that businesses place trash receptacles in front of businesses, and that they do all they can to keep the front of their businesses and parking lots clean.

10. Fast food workers could remind customers to put their trash in proper receptacles, and not throw it out of the car window.

11. Police should enforce litter laws when they see people throw cigarettes or trash out of their cars.

12. Citizens need to use the litter hotline that is run by the state to report litter.  1888-litrbug.  You need to be able to give license plate #, description of car, litter seen, and location.  The person littering will get a warning letter from the state.

13. Pass around a volunteer list in your neighborhood, and arrange for a trash pick up day to clean up ditches and yards.

14. Families and businesses are encouraged to Adopt-A-Spot to keep clean. Contact KMB at 624-3165 or e-mail kmb@cityofmandeville.com for more information.

15. Anyone who sees litter in front of a business should contact the business, and ask for them to clean it up.

16. Political signs within 10 day following the election.

17. Mark your calendar for the last week in March which is the anticipated date for judging.

18. Vacant lots need to be litter free and grass needs to be cut 10 feet from the sidewalk. To report a violation call 626-3104.

19. Citizens should encourage and request businesses to have trash receptacles near building and parking areas.

20. Students should display a sign in your car that says “PICK UP MANDEVILLE.”  

21. Volunteer to plant flowers at city gardens or Mandeville entrance.

22. KMB should encourage businesses to sign a pledge to take steps to clean up their areas.

23. Everyone needs to increase their awareness and efforts to keep trash off the streets.

24. Pick up trash when you see it, even if it is not yours!

25. Create your own “paper patrol” for your neighborhood.

26. Make some reminder signs to give your neighbors so they don’t forget the dates of judging. (March 26 – April 6, 2012)

27. Invite friends to have a competition where you see who can find and pick up the most trash.

28. Invite friends and go to a park and lakefront areas to have a trash pick-up. (Children should not go into streets.)

29. Invite friends to join you and your parents to hand out reminder slips to tell people to clean up Mandeville.

30. Ask managers of businesses if you can put a We Keep Mandeville Beautiful Poster in their window.

31. Students can offer to help parents beautify their front yards prior to the judging.

32. We encourage all homeowners to spend at least 10 dollars to beautify their front yards prior to judging.

33. Call relatives and friends to remind them to clean up, and to prepare for the judging.

34. Ask your parents to tell their friends and people at work to help keep Mandeville clean.

35. Challenge yourself to pick up 1 to 3 pieces of trash a day!

36. Learn the song “Clean Up Mandeville” about picking up trash and sing it everyday to spread the word.

37. Tell your families and friends to cut their grass!

38. Tell your families and friends to trim their bushes.

39. Tell your families and friends to clean up flower beds.

40. Put the house garbage cans out of sight!

41. Citizens should compliment businesses that have clean store fronts and parking lots.

42. Citizens need to spend their money at businesses that show responsibility by keeping their areas clean.

43. Citizens need to tell businesses to keep their parking lots in good shape and free of potholes!

44. Invite a KMB representative to visit your elementary, middle, junior high and high schools in Mandeville to talk about the Cleanest City Contest.

45. Everyone should stop and look at the number of cigarette butts at the corners.  This will make you realize how much litter is caused by irresponsible smokers that throw cigarette butts out of their car windows.

46. Radio stations should make announcements about the contest.

47. Don’t throw cigarette butts out the car. Call KMB for a free pocket ashtray.

48. Every school should beautify the front of the school before the contest.

49. Every church should beautify the front of the church before the contest.

50. Every church should make announcements about the contest for several weeks before the contest.

51. Every business owner and homeowner should check nearest ditches for trash.

52. If you see trash in a parking lot, pick it up.

53. If you see someone throwing trash out in a parking lot, call the Litter hotline, and if possible call the Mandeville Police-626-9711.

54. If you own a truck, make sure you do not have loose trash in the truck bed.

55. After Mardi Gras Parades, do your part to take home your trash!

56. Bring your own trash bag to all Mardi Gras Parades.  Throw your cups, wrappers, etc. away properly.

57. If you see someone at a parade throwing cups, cans on the ground, remind them not to litter.

58. If your school has a school fair, make sure they have trash cans and recycling cans available.

59. At your school fair, do your part to help clean up after the fair.

60. Keep the inside of your car neat and clean.  This will help you think about being clean and organized.

61. Keep a bag in your car for trash.

62. Empty car litter bags regularly.

63. Take your cups and fast food wrappers out of your car, and dispose of them in your garbage cans.

64. Remember being clean begins at home!

65. Make up a poem about not littering.  Teach them to your family.

66. Make up a “rap” song about stopping litter.  Teach it to your friends and family.

67. When you go to a sporting event, throw your trash in the proper trash cans.  Do not throw it under the bleachers.

68. Keep parks clean.

69. If you see an abandoned car, report it by calling City Hall at 624-3144.

70. If you see overflowing trash cans by restaurants, report it to the manager.  

71. If ditches, neutral grounds, and weeds around posts & fences on public property are overgrown call Public Works to let them know at 626-3165.

72.  KMB will give awards to neighborhoods, businesses, and individuals who help clean up Mandeville.

73. Neighborhood organizations should put the information about the contest into the newsletters, and should encourage everyone to be pro-active.

74. The City of Mandeville can promote the contest on the electronic billboards.

75. The Parish of St. Tammany should send out work crews prior to the contest to help clean up around parish and state roadways. (CALL THE PARISH AT 898-2700)

76. Pet owners need to clean up after their dogs when walking dogs.

77. Pets should not be roaming free.  They should be on a leash or in a fenced yard.

78. Trees should be well pruned.

79. Everyone in the city should keep driveways and sidewalks swept and should edge their lawns.

80. If 12,000 citizens living in Mandeville would spend an extra $10.00 for flowers for their front lawns, we will have spent $120,000 to keep Mandeville beautiful. 

81. Citizens should notice which shopping centers put the most effort into the beautification of their areas.  They should patronize those businesses, and should thank them.

82. All coffee houses should check the front of their businesses regularly for trash and cigarette butts.

83. Citizens should let the elected officials know that they want law enforcement to get tough on litterers.

84. Parents should teach children by example by not littering!

85. Students need to remind parents to recycle and not litter.

86. Do not throw flyers on the ground when they are left on your car, and you do not want them.

87. Do not throw straw papers on the ground.

88. When you see someone littering, walk up to them, and ask them not to litter or report them to the police. 

89. Businesses are encouraged to make the trash cans interesting and inviting to use.

90. Public parks should make trash receptacles attractive and easy to use.

91. Students should make informational signs at school to bring home that remind families how litter can harm plants, animals, humans and our planet.  

92. The signs can be put into business windows and car windows.

93. Use the recycling drop off site on Girod Street if you don’t have curbside recycling.

94. Citizens should encourage our elected officials to install more NO LITTERING - $500.00 FINE signs.  

95. Our law enforcement agencies should be encouraged to give out more litter fines.  

96. Neighborhoods should create a schedule for regular clean ups.

97. If you don’t see a trash can, hold on to your trash until you find one!!!!

98. Businesses should sweep the front of the business area regularly.  

99. Businesses are encouraged to wash down sidewalks and concrete areas regularly.

100.Vacant lots need to be litter free & grass & weeds cut 10 feet from street & sidewalk.

